THE SAXON KINGS
showing no content until the last Saxon had crossed the
Polish border. When bodies of troops were said to be
massing along the Russian and Austrian borders, he sent
small detachments to keep them under observation. On
May 8, 1733, Potocki summoned a convocation Diet
which met at Warsaw, and laid down the qualifications
for the new king. He must be a native Pole, a Catholic,
and married to a Catholic wife ; they would rather have
a gipsy than a German. The opinion was expressed
unanimously enough, but Potocki could not get them to
swear to their resolution. At almost the same juncture
the Primate received a letter from Russia, the outcome
of a Council held in St Petersburg on the death of
Augustus. It warned him that Russia would not accept
Leszczynski as king, and that Austria and Prussia were of
the same mind.
Naturally France, with Sweden and Turkey, supported
the Polish nominee. The queen of Louis XV. was Marie
Leszczynski, daughter of the King Stanislaw, and on
French support both Primate and King relied. France
warned them that Austria was massing troops along the
Silesian frontier with a view to interfering with the
election; while more practically, Count Monti, the
French envoy, was busy purchasing all the support he
could. In this manner Stanislaw Poniatowski, the Pala-
tine of Masovia, and Adam Tarlo, Palatine of Lublin,
were won to the Polish cause; it had already the support
of the powerful CzartorysH family. The Russian
candidate was the son of Augustus, who was also sup-
ported by Austria, though with no great enthusiasm.
The Saxon was known to be opposed to the Pragmatic
Sanction and was suspected by Austria of French ten-
dencies. However, he purchased the support of the
Emperor by professing adherence to the Sanction, and
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